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Amended 5/26/15


Introduced by Council Member Lumb & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Redman, Schellenberg and Yarborough and amended on the Floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2015-392-A
A RESOLUTION WELCOMING THE REV. FRANKLIN GRAHAM, WISHING SUCCESS TO THE "GREATER JACKSONVILLE FESTIVAL OF HOPE" AND COMMENDING REV. GRAHAM FOR HIS CHARITABLE WORK; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Rev. Billy Graham has been widely recognized as America's most prominent and influential Christian evangelist; and

 
WHEREAS, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association has, since the year 2000, been ably led by his son, the Rev. Franklin Graham; and

 
WHEREAS, the Rev. Franklin Graham has become a prominent Christian evangelist in his own right whose festival events are in the tradition the many crusades conducted by his father for seven decades; and

 
WHEREAS, the Rev. Franklin Graham will be conducting the "Greater Jacksonville Festival of Hope" to be held at the Veteran's Memorial Arena from May 29th through May 31st, an event that has undergone extensive planning for over a year by dozens of local churches and faith leaders; and

 
WHEREAS, the "Greater Jacksonville Festival of Hope" serves to exemplify our city's faith traditions and the central role that religious belief plays in the lives of our citizens; and

 
WHEREAS, Franklin Graham, in addition to his ministry as an evangelist, also serves as the Chief Executive Officer and President of Samaritan's Purse, a nondenominational, international evangelical Christian charity; and

 
WHEREAS, Samaritan's Purse, through the hundreds of millions of dollars it raises annually, provides disaster relief, medical care, construction assistance, agricultural support and other critical services to people in need throughout the world regardless of their religious affiliation; and

 
WHEREAS, Franklin Graham has distinguished himself through his good works and high ideals; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby welcomes the Rev. Franklin Graham to Jacksonville for the celebration of the "Greater Jacksonville Festival of Hope" and extends to him its best wishes for a successful event. Further, the City of Jacksonville hereby commends the Rev. Franklin Graham for his many selfless acts of charity and for his faithful service to the ministry, including his leadership of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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